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O
ver the past several years, the editors of leading international cardiovascular
journals have met to form the HEART Group and to discuss areas of growing
common interest. Recently, the HEART Group has developed a document
that addresses general ethical principles in the conduct of the scientific process with
which all of the editors concur. Published essentially simultaneously in all of the
participating journals, including this journal, this document presents the ethical tenets
accepted by all of the undersigned editors that will (continue to) guide their decisions
in the editorial process.
These are the general principles on which the HEART Group is based and by
which we, as a group, abide; however, please note that individual journal members
and their respective societies might have their own rules and regulations that super-
sede the guidelines of the HEART Group.
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Ethics
The purpose of this statement is to ensure transparency and
honesty in the scientific process that promotes ethical con-
duct in the performance and publication of research.
The following will be considered as parts of this process:
a. Disclose potential conflicts of interest for all involved in
the performance of research and in the evaluation and pub-
lication process of a manuscript. Relevant relationshipshoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery c Volume 135, Number 5 977
Statement HEART Groupwith commercial interests will be defined in terms of levels
and nature of support. The nature of support will be listed as
grants, supplies/equipment, type of employment, or per-
sonal income. Equity and royalty interests should be stated,
as well as any fiduciary relationship with the sponsor.
b. Establish thorough review processes particularly alert to
discovering scientific fraud and data falsification, redun-
dant or duplicate publication, and plagiarism, and to adopt
a uniform standard of dealing with authors guilty of fraud-
ulent practices.
c. Maintain confidentiality and embargos where appropriate.
d. Create uniform criteria to establish authorship. To qualify
for authorship, individuals must have made substantial
contributions to the intellectual content of the paper in at
least 1 of the following areas: conceived and designed
the research; acquired the data; analyzed and interpreted
the data; performed statistical analysis; handled funding
and supervision; drafted themanuscript; ormade critical re-
vision of the manuscript for important intellectual content.
Authors must give final approval of the version to be sub-
mitted and any revised version to be published. For multicen-978 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery c Mayter trials, individuals who accept direct responsibility for the
manuscript should fully meet the criteria for authorship pre-
viously defined; contributors not meeting these criteria
should be acknowledged.
e. Note avoidance of false claims of ownership and priority
by attention to previous publications.
f. Establish avoidanceof excessive claimsofbenefits of a prod-
uct/technique in the publication, aswell aswith newsmedia.
g. Note compliance with institutional review board require-
ments and, when appropriate, approved laboratory proce-
dures for animal research and note that the research
conforms to the ethical standards of the Declaration of
Helsinki, the Geneva Declaration, the Belmont Report,
and Good Clinical Practices from the US Food and
Drug Administration and that the submission conforms
to the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(ICMJE) ‘‘Uniform requirements for manuscripts submit-
ted to biomedical journals: writing and editing for
biomedical publication’’ (www.ICMJE.org).2008
